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Jlay 28, 1940. 

To my Dear Niec-e Ruth and Nephew3 1 llorr1s and Sola 

You know about the Morris and Dora DeLee Medal of Honor 

that is awardsd annually at the Haldane High School in Cold Spring, 

!lew York. I have established similar awards at the High School 

of Plano, Illinois. 

It is ury wish that you exert avery a.ffort to keep these 

Awards of Merit alive for as long as it is po.ssible for you to 

do so. 

It you should dispose of Doradel Farm, at Plano, you 

may feel that continuance of the Awards there are not important, 

although I would like to have it. You may use your judgment about 

that, but the Haldane School Award wUl always be desirable and 

I hope you will be able to keep it up each year. 

I have provided enough medals to last 8 years, and the 

dies are also preserved. 

The expense will bot be great and divided among you 

should be easily born. 
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Evil and good are phases in the process of growth; and who shall say which is 
the better teacher? Illness, error, defyat, frustration, disintegration, malicious ac

cident, all these elements are as much in the process of life as waste, nutrition, and 

repair. The very forces which, if triumphant, would destroy life are needful to 

season experience and deepen understanding. Like arsenic, evil is a tonic in grains 

and a poison in ounces. The real problem of evil, the problem that justifies every 
assault upon war and poverty and disease, is to reduce it to amounts that can be 

spiritually assimilated. 

This doctrine is just the opposi te of certain "optimistic" life-denying attitudes 
and habits of mind that have become popular during the last three centuries: partic

ularly, the notion that comfort, safety, the absence of physical disease, are the 
greatest blessings of civilization, and that as they increase evil will be automatically 

abolished. 
-Mumford 
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